
The King Calls us to Himself and to Mission! 
Our Response – Week 5 – Prayer With Others 

The Objective:  Expand our ability and willingness to lead communal prayer with family and/or 

friends; to invite Jesus to love those we are with in the very reality of our day.  

Background: Our first four activities have all been one on one with God.  This week, we move from 

private, personal prayer into communal prayer. While intimacy with God starts with us, it can’t be 

limited to that. We were made for human relationships; to live in community.  We desire that Jesus 

not only be King in our hearts, but in our homes and even beyond.  This week we will work on 

building (or expanding) our ability to pray out loud with those around us, our family, roommates, a 

group of parishioners – any group of people that can encounter the reality of Jesus making heaven 

present (“thy will be done”) to that group right here and right now.  This will involve asking God for 

the courage and boldness to invite Jesus into a given situation and then praying (or at least starting 

the prayer) out loud for a particular need common to the group you are with at the time. 

What to Do:  Mentally, we need to expand our thinking on when it’s appropriate to directly invite 

Jesus into the reality of our day through prayer with others.  As an example, consider the start of 

your family’s day.  During the hustle and bustle of getting everyone up, dressed, fed, and out the 

door, what if, before the first person left the house, you called everyone together at the front door 

and offered the following prayer, “Jesus, we thank you for the gift of this day and our family.  We ask 

that you be with each of us as we go about our day’s activities.  Protect us Lord and bring us home 

safe at the end of our day.  Help us see those we will encounter with your eyes, to hear them with 

your ears, and to treat them with the dignity of a child of God.  Walk with each of us through our day 

and help us to overcome whatever challenges may come our way. We pray all these things through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen!”  If you know of specific needs that members of the family will be facing, you 

could include those as well, “Lord, be with Sam as he takes his Calculus test this afternoon.  Help him 

be at peace so that he can be at his best.  And keep Jordan safe during soccer practice after school.”  

Two minutes.  Two minutes and you’ve invited Jesus to be intimately engaged with the family as they 

leave home to begin their day.  Another example.  You’re with a group of friends and one of them 

shares that they were just laid off from their job.  Rather than saying, “Oh, I’m so sorry.  I’ll pray for 

you”, say “Can we pray for you right now?”  If they agree, then open yourself to the Holy Spirit’s 

leading, and pray as you are led, something like, “Heavenly Father, we want to hold Kevin up to you 

right now as he deals with the unexpected loss of his job.  Jesus, please be with Kevin in the days to 

come.  Mother Mary, console Kevin as he processes this news and wrap him in your mother’s mantle 

of protection.  Holy Spirit, give Kevin guidance as he considers where you are calling him – so that he 

can find employment in keeping with your will for his life. Help all those who care about Kevin know 

how we can best to support him as he finds his way forward.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen!” Again, 

in just a minute or two you’ve opened the door to Jesus and invited Him to move and act in the 

situation at hand.  Find ways to do this throughout your week.  Be bold and don’t worry about finding 

the perfect words to pray.  The Holy Spirit will truly guide you. 

Parents:  This type of prayer is caught more than taught.  Find opportunities to pray with your 

children during the day, in the morning, in the van, after practice, before bed, etc.  Short, simple 

prayers of thanksgiving and asking for Jesus to be present in the reality of what’s about to happen, or 

what just happened.  Help connect the reality of their day and Jesus’ desire to love them in that 

reality. Connecting them with Jesus in this way will help them build their own relationship with Him. 


